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  Commander’s message for February 2026  

Hello legion family members, 

 I hope everyone had a wonderful start to a new year and are staying bundled up for this stretch of cold weather we are having in January.  By the time you get this newsletter the 99th Annual Coon feed will have come and gone, so we will keep you up to date at our next meeting and newsletter.   

The Son's will have excellent ice conditions for their 17th annual ice fishing tournament. It will be held on Saturday, February 7th. It looks like we will be coming out of the deep freeze with temperatures rising above the 20-degree mark. This is always a fun event. Please support your Sons of the American Legion. And all you fishermen, please be safe out there!!!.  

During our last blood drive held at the legion, we had 28 donors including 4 walk-ins.  Thank you to Frank Steffel, John Suchorski, Al Shook and others who helped with this. Thank you to all our family members and donors for doing their part over the past several blood drives to give back and support our communities.  

If you haven't paid your dues, please do so. We are on track to hit 100% membership again this year.   When districts and posts hit 100% membership, it gives the American Legion a bigger and louder voice in congress.   

Our Next Meeting is February 16th, 2026, at 7:00pm
 
God’s Blessings,
Terry Frazier - Commander Post 196
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 196 

Sons Report for February 2026

Our monthly membership meeting was held on Monday January 5th, 2026, with 19 members in attendance.

December Meeting Minutes and Financial Report were read, voted on and
approved.

Steve Reardon reported that we are at 100 percent membership 77 members paid in full.

Welcome to new members Ralph Aide and Gary Meyers whose applications were voted on and approved.

The building loan has been paid off and we now need to concentrate on raising funds for a new parking lot.

The bar is looking for help with fish fries on the first Friday of the month. There is a sign-up sheet at the bar.

Annual donations of $1000 in February to Wisconsin Hero Outdoors and in
March to Wisconsin Veterans Afield will be made.

Our Annual Chili Contest went very well with 11 entries, 66 attendees made almost $1000.00. Thanks to Mike Trier for all his hard work running this event.

The final numbers are in from Bartending at German Christmas Market. We made $655 in cash tips and $890 in credit cards tips and wages for a total of $1555.00. The board seemed very pleased with us and hopefully we are invited back next year.

Our Annual Fishery will be held on Saturday February 7th. Raffle tickets for members to sell are available at the post in the accordion room or at our February meeting. We really need all members to sell as many tickets as possible. This event takes lots of volunteers to help with food, sign up, meat raffles, silent auctions, 50/50 raffles, bucket raffles and door prizes. We are also looking for prize donations which can be dropped off at the post. Any of you that have sold raffle tickets please be sure they are turned in on Saturday.
We are doing another Meat Raffle, this time at Boondocks BBQ Restaurant in Stone Bank on January 18th from 12-3pm. Thanks to Andy Marker for coordinating this fundraiser.
Lastly, we discussed looking into doing research on a new sound system for the post.

Our next scheduled monthly meeting is Monday, February 3rd 2026 at 6:30pm at the Delafield Legion.

Until Next Month….
 
Take Care & God Bless!!!
 .
Second Vice Commander 
Delafield Son’s of the American Legion
Squadron 196
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Hello all, hope everyone is surviving this crazy cold and snowy weather.  Fun fact only about 60 days until we officially hit spring.

Our last meeting was Monday January 12th with 18 ladies attending.

We received an award and $100 check from ALA Dept of WI for having reached 100% membership and all officers paid by 12/15/25.

Final numbers are in for the wine event which raised $7,300 – WAY TO GO TEAM!! 
 
Thanks to the many Auxiliary members that are volunteering as cooks, registration, servers, cleaners, and more for the Jan 31st coon feed event.

The next blood drive is March 25th 1-6 pm.   Don’t hesitate to sign up early and get lots of goodies free and most importantly save a life.  

I hope you were able to fill out Valentines cards for Vets, the Auxiliary coordinated getting these to the state so they could be sent to a veteran in a WI veteran’s home.  About 25,000 cards go out to veterans through this program each year.

Decision was made at our January meeting to send 2 Kettle Moraine girls to Badger Girls State again this year.  Cost is $500 per girl.  This year in addition, the legion group is sending one girl from St. Johns Northwestern Academy Delafield.  

Our group switched to every two years for elections.  For 2026 we will have nominations, elections and installations this year starting in May.  

If you use the kitchen at all you’ll have noticed that the kitchen towels are again getting greasy and dirty.  The auxiliary decided to donate new towels which you’ll notice next time you are up there.  

Following are donations we are making to veteran organizations near and dear to our hearts as well as local organizations that support our legion events:

Knit Wits $300
Kettle Moraine Band $300
St Johns Northwestern Academy drummers and pipers $300
A.L.F. $300
WI National Guard Child & Youth Program $500
Badger Youth Camp $500
Tiny Homes MKE $500
MOLE (Med Pack) $915
Auxiliary Emergency Fund $1,000
Boy Scout Troup 49 $1,000
Life Striders Waukesha $1,000
Badger Girls State $1,000
Homeless Female Veterans Grant Fund $1,000
Custom Canines $2,500

The grand total for donations including the November 2025 donations for Christmas with the Vets ($750) and Wreaths Across America ($102) is $11,967!!!  GREAT WORK LADIES

The generous donation to Custom Canines allows the Auxiliary to “sponsor and name” a new Pup.  This was decided since our last sponsored pup ‘Ace’ is now placed in his forever home.  We are now in the process of selecting boy’s and girl’s names in anticipation of the new pup.  

Remember to mark your calendars for April 19th, the AllyUkes will be back to entertain us back by popular demand, more details to follow as we get closer.

Looking forward to seeing you all at the legion and supporting the other Legion Family events coming up.

Mary Steinmueller
President, American Legion Delafield Auxiliary
Honor our Country, Support our Veterans
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Scouting America Units Troop 49, Crew 196, and Pack 196 are Chartered by the Delafield American Legion.

In January 2026, Troop 49 participated in the Potawatomi Area Council Klondike Derby. Five scouts from Troop 49 competed against other Troops in knowledge and skills. The Troop won a prize for the oldest looking sled, and came in second in Navigation, and third in Ice Rescue.

The Troop Open House had 10 visitors- six Cub Scouts and four older scouts who were looking for a different Troop. Everyone had a lot of fun. It was too cold to cook outside with the Dutch ovens, but they figured out other snacks.

The Troop helped at the PAC Winter Blast Cub Scout Day Camp. The Troop was in charge of helping Cub Scouts build their own wooden Pinewood Derby Car display rack. This is a great way for younger scouts to see older scouts enjoying scouting and giving back to the Program.
Troop 49 February schedule:

Eagle Court of Honor for Mason Ewald on February 1st – 12:30pm- at Lake Country Freemasons Lodge, with refreshments to follow. All are welcome.

Eagle Court of Honor for Chase Lippold on March 1st - 12:00pm- at Delafield American Legion, with refreshments to follow. All are welcome.

Winter Camp in Rhinelander- we have three scouts signed up to attend Winter Camp – a 24-hour survival trek. Scouts and adult leaders who have gone through OKPIK winter camping training will lead the scouts in planning for and surviving cold weather camping and adventuring. Scouts will hike to their campsite. They will build quinzhee huts which is a domed hut made out of snow. The snow is piled into a mound in the morning and after a few hours the snow settles enough for a cave to be dug out. Scouts will sleep in the hut. They can also make a shelter out of tarps. Scouts will also go snowshoeing, ice fishing, enjoy free time, and cook three meals outdoors.

The Troop is participating in the PAC Flower, Kringle, and Coffee Sale to raise funds. The Troop receives 30% of the sale price which is shared with the scout who sold the items. For sales to Legion members- all 30% of the proceeds will go towards the Garage the Troop is building for the Legion on the Legion grounds. Flower sale: runs from February 13 to March 8th. Kringle and Coffee sale runs from February 13 to April 3rd.
Order Forms can be found on the Troop website: www.troop49summit.com
Contact Jennifer McCarthy to place your order!

Cub Scout Pack 196, for boys and girls in kindergarten through 5th grade, meets twice a month at Dousman Elementary. The Cub Scouts are busy making their Pinewood Derby cars for their first Pinewood Derby which will be held on March 1.

Please contact Jennifer if you want to be involved in the new garage build or have expertise in (or access to) excavation process and equipment, construction grade fill, site preparation, commercial concrete pads, or post frame construction. We plan to build ASAP!

Yours in Scouting,
Jen McCarthy
Troop 49 Committee Chair
Crew 196 Advisor
Pack 196 Committee Chair
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As we settle into the heart of winter, I hope each of you is staying warm — or at least staying upright on the ice. I was reminded recently that Wisconsin has a way of keeping us humble. I stepped outside to shovel the other morning, took one look at the driveway, and realized the snowblower was the only one of us truly excited to be there. It roared to life like it had been waiting all year, while I moved with the enthusiasm of a man negotiating a peace treaty with his own knees.
Halfway through, a gust of wind blew the snow right back into my face. I stood there, covered head to toe, looking like a powdered doughnut, and thought, “Lord, if this is Your way of reminding me to stay humble, message received.” Even the neighbor’s dog paused, tilted its head, and gave me a look that said, “Buddy… go inside.”
Winter has a sense of humor, and sometimes all we can do is laugh along with it.
But in all seriousness, these cold months can be hard on the body and the spirit. So I encourage each of you to take care of yourselves and one another. Check in on a fellow veteran. Share a cup of coffee at the Club House. Offer a ride, a warm meal, or simply a listening ear. Small acts of kindness have a way of thawing even the chilliest days.
My prayer this month is that God wraps each of you in warmth — not just the kind that comes from a good furnace, but the kind that comes from friendship, community, and the knowledge that you are never walking alone. We continue to remember our veterans who are struggling and the families of those who are Missing In Action. May they feel God’s comfort and strength in every season.
Stay warm, stay safe, and may God bless each of you in the days ahead.

Your Chaplains are here for you — always.

Contact the Legion Chaplain – Neil Rand at (262) 646-3126   nrand@wi.rr.com
Contact the SAL Chaplain   –   Tom Kerwin at (262) 370-7450   tkerwin@wi.rr.com
Contact the Auxiliary Chaplain – Barbara Doerfer at (414) 333-4891   jbedoerfer@gmail.com
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Sunday February 7th – SAL Fisheree
  	
Watch the weekly emails for activities at the post every week!!!
PLEASE HELP US GET THE WORD OUT!!  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MANY EVENTS!!

THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!!!    (That’s Legion terms for Open to the Public)
MONDAY -  THURSDAY 1PM -  FRIDAY at 4PM   
 FOOD, BEVERAGES AND COMARADERIE  !!!!
BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND ENJOY - WE WOULD LOVE YOUR COMPANY
  [image: 6gfpty_default_Delafield_Legion_Post_196 (1)]          [image: Facebook logo]

  ALWAYS KEEP CURRENT WITH POST 196 AND SCAN ABOVE TO YOUR SMART PHONE 
Check us out on FACEBOOK Delafield Legion Post 196 and “LIKE “ us - www.delafieldlegion.com


EDITOR’S NOTES:   

Like the song says, “But baby it’s cold outside!”  I don’t mind the snow, but I can’t handle the bitter cold. I’ll be glad to head to Mississippi at the end of the month!!! 

If you are looking to rent the legion hall, pavilion, or baseball field, please contact Jennifer McCarthy or email the post –  delafieldlegionreservations@gmail.com .   You can check the hall availability by browsing the events calendar -  https://teamup.com/kseeqzbb5m37shpzdb
If anyone is still getting a paper copy of this newsletter and would like to receive it either through email or go online to our website to read it, let me know. I can help you get to the website, or I can get to you added to email if you have an address.  I will still send a paper copy to those that are physically unable to pick one up. If you have a Delafield address and you are unable to pick a newsletter up at the post, you can contact me by email at GOLDFAT@AOL.COM 1   
Keith “Buff” Roeber - 2nd Vice Commander - DELAFIELD AMERICAN LEGION POST 196
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