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  Commander’s message for January 2026  

Hello Legion Family members.

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year! I hope everyone enjoyed time with family and friends. 
 
Did you hear?  We paid off the loan to the new building!   Thanks to all you who donated and those that worked their tails off to make this possible!   There were a lot of events and private donations to make this happen.  Thank you again for all your support.

Our 99th annual coon feed is 4 weeks away!   We are still looking for raffle items and small hams, turkeys, sausages, or anything else to raffle off.   So please do not hesitate to bring something up to the post. 
 
Dues are still due, so if you have not paid your dues yet, please do so!
 
Just a reminder that the legion hours in 2026 are Monday-Thursday at 1pm and Friday at 4.  (Also, tacos will no longer be available on Wednesdays).    
 
I hope everyone is enjoying the New Year!
 
God’s Blessings,
 Terry Frazier - Commander Post 196
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 196 

Sons Report for January 2026

Our monthly membership meeting was held on Monday December 1st with 11 members in attendance.

Financial Report was not available but will be updated at our next meeting.

Bartending at German Christmas Market went very well, we made $655 in cash tips and will also get credit card tips and our wages. I will provide the final total once we receive these funds.

The Meat Raffle at Curley’s bar in Pewaukee was also successful, we did 5 spins and a 50/50 raffle and made $1000.

Membership drive started in October dues are $25.00. We currently have 77members and 54 have paid.
If you have not yet done so, please get your dues paid ASAP!!!

Tom Smarella provided a report that the Honor Guard was very active the past month.

The Sons Annual Chili Contest was held on Sunday December 7th. We had a great turnout, and it was a great day. Thanks to Mike Trier for all of his hard work running this event.

Our Annual Fishery will be held on Saturday February 7th. Raffle tickets for members to sell are available at the post in the accordion room or at our January meeting. We really need all members to sell as many tickets as possible.

We are doing another Meat Raffle, this time at Boondocks BBQ Restaurant in Stone Bank on January 18th from 12-3pm. Thanks to Andy Marker for coordinating this fundraiser.

I hope everyone had a safe and blessed Christmas and New Years!!

Our next scheduled monthly meeting is Monday, January 5th 2026 at 6:30pm at the Delafield Legion.

Until Next Month….
 
Take Care & God Bless!!!
 
Respectfully Submitted,

Dan Knickelbein 
 
Second Vice Commander 
Delafield Son’s of the American Legion
Squadron 196
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Hello all, I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Years with family and friends.
There were 21 ladies who enjoyed the annual auxiliary Christmas party on December 8th.  Fun was had by all with great food, comradery, white elephant gift exchange and we even sang Christmas carols!  
During our January 12th meeting we will be dispersing funds to many veteran organizations that are near and dear to our hearts, always one of my favorite meetings when we can make a real difference to so many veteran organizations.
You should have already seen the email on the next blood drive set for Wednesday January 21st from 1-6 pm.  Jane handles getting flyers made, and communication with the Red Cross.  The legion folks will take care of opening the legion and the set up for the January drive.  Please consider signing up early so we do not need to cancel.
In early January you will see Valentines cards set out for the “Valentines for Vets” program.  Cards are to be mailed by January 31st.  Please take a minute to fill out a card to show your appreciation for their service and sacrifice.  This makes a huge difference to a veteran living in a Wisconsin Veteran Home.  About 25,000 cards go out to veterans through this program.
Remember to mark your calendars for April 19th, the AllyUkes will be back to entertain us back by popular demand, more details to follow as we get closer.
Looking forward to seeing you all at the legion and supporting the other Legion Family events coming up.

Mary Steinmueller
President, American Legion Delafield Auxiliary
Honor our Country, Support our Veterans
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Scouting America Units Troop 49, Crew 196, and Pack 196 are Chartered by the Delafield American Legion.

Beginning in 2026, Troop 49 is officially a Co-Ed Troop in Scouting America (formerly Boy Scouts of America). Troop 49 participated in the pilot program for co-ed troops over the past year and a half and provided feedback on their experience to Scouting America, who have now approved the co-ed unit option.  Troops are now allowed to be male only, female only, or co-ed.  Troop 49 scouts are happy to be together learning scouting skills, attending campouts & activities, and leading their fellow scouts.  Troop 49 has a great culture of respect and camaraderie, and have a lot of fun together too.  

Troop 49 is lead by Senior Patrol Leader Maya.  There are 26 scouts in the Troop- 11 girls and 15 boys- who have renewed their membership in the Troop for 2026.  

Below is the Troop's January schedule:

January 6th- Scout Skills meeting at Oconomowoc Library is dedicated to working on rank requirement skills specified by the scouts who attend.   Lots of one-on-one teaching and learning by Troop Guides and adult leaders- a good night for advancement.

January 10th the Troop will be attending the Klondike Derby in Watertown.  Klondike Derby is a day of competition with other Troops- with scouts being tested on first aid, cooking, navigation, safety scenarios, walking together on 5-man skis, knowledge tests, a klondike sled race, etc.  The scouts put everything they need for the day on their Troop Klondike Sled and travel from station to station. 

January 22nd the Troop will hold an Open House for any youth interested in scouting.  Cub Scout Packs will bring their 4th and 5th grade scouts (Webelos and Arrow of Light) to check out all of the fun that happens in a Troop.  Older youth interested in Scouting are also welcome.  The Troop scouts will set up a camping scene and talk about their camping adventures, demonstrate scouting skills like knot tying and lashings, talk about service & leadership opportunities, explain the advancement and merit badge program, and cook Dutch oven desserts. 

January 24th the Troop scouts will help at Winter Blast Cub Scout Day Camp in Johnson Creek.  Troop 49 is in charge of the building station and will help Cub Scout Bears build a wood Pinewood Derby display rack, in addition to discussing the safe use of tools and workspaces.  Seven groups of Cub Scouts come in throughout the day. Its a lot of work and a lot of fun!

January 31st the Troop will have scouts at the Legion's Racoon Feed- helping with table set up, clearing, and manning the fires outdoors.  

Crew 196 will be holding a planning meeting in January to try to pump up interest in hiking and canoeing adventures for 2026.  Venturing Crew is a co-ed older youth program for ages 14-20; no previous scouting involvement is required.

Cub Scout Pack 196, for youths in kindergarten through 5th grade, meets every other Thursday at 5pm at Dousman Elementary.   Newly minted in September 2025, Pack 196 has 7 Cub Scouts who have met to get to know each other, have done a rank advancement session where they learned about healthy eating and personal safety, and have visited a Fire Station. On January 24th the Webelos and AOL will be attending Winter Blast Cub Scout Day Camp in Johnson Creek. 

The Legion Scouting Units Building Committee will be coordinating and funding the building of a larger garage on the site of the Legion's one car garage.  This garage will be a shared space for Legion grounds equipment, baseball maintenance equipment, and Troop storage.  The City of Delafield has approved the plan for building a post frame 24' x 54' garage, and we are seeking experts and volunteers for the building process.  If you want to be involved or have expertise in (or access to) excavation process and equipment, construction grade fill, site preparation, commercial concrete pads, or post frame construction and want to offer your help or suggestions, please contact Jen McCarthy at mccjen49@yahoo.com.  We plan to build ASAP!

Thank you to Mr Tom Kerwin for his time as the Charter Executive of the Scouting Units.  Mr Ed Marek will now assume the role as Charter Executive. 

Yours in Scouting
Jen McCarthy
Troop 49 Committee Chair
Crew 196 Advisor
Pack 196 Committee Chai
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As we welcome 2026, I hope each of you had a chance to catch your breath after another full and memorable year at Post 196. God blessed us with more than a few moments worth celebrating — and even a couple that made us shake our heads and laugh.

One of the highlights, of course, was our 4th of July Parade and the Blackhawk helicopter landing right in our baseball field. I’m still not sure what impressed me more — the helicopter itself, or the fact that it didn’t leave a single divot. If only our softball teams could promise the same.

We also managed something nearly miraculous: We paid off a 30‑year mortgage in just 2½ years. I don’t know if that’s a financial record, a sign of divine intervention, or simply proof that when Post 196 sets its mind to something, we get it done. A special thanks goes to Mike Proulx, who spearheaded the Building Committee and kept us moving forward with determination, good humor, and only the occasional reminder that “no, the addition will not build itself.”

Our Legion Club House continues to thrive as well. It has become a place where stories are shared, friendships grow, and the coffee is strong enough to wake even the sleepiest veteran. May it continue to be a home for fellowship and support in the year ahead.

As we step into 2026, my prayer is that God keeps each of you healthy, hopeful, and surrounded by people who care for you. We remember our veterans who are struggling, and we hold close the families of those who are Missing In Action. May they find comfort, strength, and peace.

Thank you for being part of this remarkable Legion Family. With God’s guidance and your dedication, I know this new year will bring blessings, unity, and maybe even a few more stories we’ll be laughing about for years to come.

Blessings,
Your Chaplains are here for you — always.

Contact the Legion Chaplain – Neil Rand at (262) 646-3126   nrand@wi.rr.com
Contact the SAL Chaplain   –   Tom Kerwin at (262) 370-7450   tkerwin@wi.rr.com
Contact the Auxiliary Chaplain – Barbara Doerfer at (414) 333-4891   jbedoerfer@gmail.com
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Saturday January 17th –  Lake Country Comedy – 8pm
Wednesday January 21st –  Blood drive – 1pm – 6pm
[bookmark: _Hlk178412619]Saturday January 31st –  98 Annual Coon Feed
Sunday February 7th – SAL Fisheree
  	
Watch the weekly emails for activities at the post every week!!!
PLEASE HELP US GET THE WORD OUT!!  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MANY EVENTS!!

THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!!!    (That’s Legion terms for Open to the Public)
MONDAY -  THURSDAY 1PM -  FRIDAY at 4PM   
 FOOD, BEVERAGES AND COMARADERIE  !!!!
BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND ENJOY - WE WOULD LOVE YOUR COMPANY
  [image: 6gfpty_default_Delafield_Legion_Post_196 (1)]          [image: Facebook logo]

  ALWAYS KEEP CURRENT WITH POST 196 AND SCAN ABOVE TO YOUR SMART PHONE 
Check us out on FACEBOOK Delafield Legion Post 196 and “LIKE “ us - www.delafieldlegion.com


EDITOR’S NOTES:   

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year. Hopefully, 2026 will be a prosperous and happy year for all. 
 
If you are looking to rent the legion hall, pavilion, or baseball field, please contact Jennifer McCarthy or email the post –  delafieldlegionreservations@gmail.com .   You can check the hall availability by browsing the events calendar -  https://teamup.com/kseeqzbb5m37shpzdb
If anyone is still getting a paper copy of this newsletter and would like to receive it either through email or go online to our website to read it, let me know. I can help you get to the website, or I can get to you added to email if you have an address.  I will still send a paper copy to those that are physically unable to pick one up. If you have a Delafield address and you are unable to pick a newsletter up at the post, you can contact me by email at GOLDFAT@AOL.COM 1   
Keith “Buff” Roeber - 2nd Vice Commander - DELAFIELD AMERICAN LEGION POST 196


Page 1 of 5         American Legion May 2013 “Spirit of 196”
image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
N
XA
tvj

B




image5.png




image6.jpeg




image7.wmf

image8.jpeg
t

[=]

SCANLIFE




image9.jpeg




image1.gif
iy
N

i~




image2.png




